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RIMARILY, The Temple is a comic organic center, the constituent parts of 

which are the units of collective humanity. 

Coincident with the original impulse, the first emanation from the Central Spirit- 
ual Sun, —the Universal Heart, —came into manifestation, the Father-Mother-Son, 
the triangular corner stone of The Temple, upon which is rising, age by age, a geomet- 
rically perfect edifice. The cap stones to the pillars of the porch, and. the outer 
walls are now being laid, preliminary to the work of the roof-butlders—the humanity 
of the sixth great root-race. 

The place of each stone is determined by the law of gelection, and the game law 
determines the different Degrees and Orders which lead to and from the great 
Stone of Sacrifice which rests upon the payement of the Central Square. 

The development of outer conditions, planes and personalities must Keep pace 
with and correspond to the development of the interior man, or evolutionary force 
would be diyerted from its proper channels, 

When the Craftsman or Apprentice to any Degree has finished his term of ser- 
vice, and has mastered all the details of the work, he is recognized” by the 
Master Builder, and raised to a higher Degree, althongh he may never be conscious 
of the presence of that Master, until his apprenticeship is completed, -and he in 
turn becomes a Master of a lower Degree. 

The Organization of The Temple, the members of which belong by evolution- 
ary right to a certain Degree of Cosmic Life, which Degree is snbdivided into 
geven Orders, is the continuation and expanston of the work of the Masters reyivyi- 
fied in this country a quarter of a century ago by certain chelas or disciples. 

To the efforts of the Masters is due the impulse which has caused 'the great 
advance in scientitic, philosophical and gocial endeavor; for they are the guardians 
of Ancient Wisdom and Knowledge, in which lies the root of all progress; and the 
work of The Temple is to cultivate and embody the highest principles of all 8uch 
endeayor in one stupendous living organic whole. 

It is a common belief that the fires on the altars of the Ancient Temples have 
been permitted to die out: but *those who know” say this is not true; that they 
are but hidden from the view of the masses, awaiting the time when the veil of 
ignorance and corruption hanging before the hearts of the humanity of this transi- 
tory period, shall be rent asunder, and the light of the ages become manifest to all. 
The time is comparatively close at hand when the doors of *The Temple of the 
Mysteries” 8hall once more 8wing outward. The Site of that once wonderful struct- 
ure has been rediscovered, and when the Lord, the Saviour, the Elder Brother of 
the human race once more reappears to claim his own, He will find a place prepared 
ſor him by those who, having heard this call, ** Come over and help us,” have 
faithfully responded, and have taken up their share of the burden of responstbility 
Are you of that number ? 


Address The Temple, Oceauo, California, 
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unto thee a Key. 


FIND THE GOOD. 


Deep mazed thy poverty, thou son or daughter of the Shadow, when for 
Ihine own subslance thou filches! from thy brethren that which they would 
gladly par! wilh for the askring, —the evil things of long ago that they have 
rilled and buried. 

Long and hard will be the lesson thou mus! learn ere Wisdom can enfold 
thee with her mantle and Show thee how much wiser it had been for thee to 
Search for all the Godlike gualities concealed within thy 
brother s heart, that thou might be partaher with him in the 
blessings $0 revealed, instead of drawing to thyself and giv- 
ing power to all the demons he hath Rilled, to fasten their 
vile fangs within thy gutvering flesh, with all the Slrength 
that Tanha gives to evil things. If thou wouldst look wilh 
half the will thou givest lo the Search for ewil things, to find 
the good within the heart of every living thing, how great 
would be thy recompense, thou $Starved and weary Pilgrim 
of the nether path. 

Things of darkness Seer the dariness, and if by 
dwelling on the evil thou imputest to thy brother, thou dost 
darken all thy sphere of being, Straight as flies the needle 
to the magne! will fly the demons of the night to thee; and 
mos! of all to fear will be the truth that thou wilt See those 
demons as the angels of the light, s0 great will be the aark- 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVEN- 
TION OF TEMPLE MEMBERS. 


On Saturday evening, August 3rd, the members assembled 
Socially in the Halcyon parlors where the program of meetings was 
announced. 


The occasion sparkled with the interchange of harmonious forces 
and was enjoyed by all. 

It goes without saying that the singing of Dr. Little and Mr. 
Westfelt was appreciated to the limit. Also the musical selections 
by Miss Gussie Beyer. Readings by Mrs. Atkinson of Pasadena 
were also thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated. 

The next day ( Sunday ) beginning at 10 a. m. the first meeting 
of the Convention was held in the Halycon parlors. Just prior to 
this meeting the convention picture was taken by Bro. Scotford. 

The first meeting was opened with a vocal selection by Dr. Little 
with the words taken from the message, *To My Beloved.” The 
SONng in the form of a recitative had heen arranged by Mrs. Kent 
and Dr. Little, and all who heard it, felt the Master was using 1t 
to pour his Light into the meeting. The Convocation Hymn 
*Gitche Manito the Mighty,” was sung by all at this first meeting. 
All of the meetings in fact were interspersed by vocal selec- 
tions of a high order, which added much to the impressrveness 
of the meetngs. A mighty interior Force was with this Conven- 
tion and all present felt its power, on one plane or another. 

There was a larger attendance at this Eighth Convention than at 
any previous convention of Temple members. 


FIRST MEETING OF THE CONVENTION. 


Dr. W. H. Dower opened the meeting in the name of the Great 
Lodge. A few minutes of silent meditation on Unity, Protection 
and Helpfulness, was asked. Then after the recitative, *©To My 


— 


zeloved” by Dr. Little, the reports of the four general officers of the 
Temple were presented. 


REPORT OF THE TEMPLE TREASURER. 


One great test of true discipleship 1s the ability to illumine a common- 
place service with the light of the $pirit, or vice Tersa, to protect $piritual 
forces from degenerating into material conditions. 

For $0 many centuries the material or financial side of an organization or 
government has been $so corrupted, s0 perverted by greed, ambition and like 
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pass10ns of the lower nature, that many have grown into the habit of thinking 
that the subject of money must not be considered in connection with any $spir- 
itual movement. 

Such an 1dea 1s unquestionably a mistake. No entity can be perfect with- 
out its threefold development of body, soul and $pirit, and one aspect of the 
bodily development of any organized effort 1s its treasury. It 1s just as im- 
portant for an organization to be supported financially as 1t 18 for a physical 
body to be ted, m order to establisch and preserve a condition of health that 
will permit the spiritual forces to work through 1t. 

That the Judas power has its arms about humanity's neck; that the kiss 
of betrayal is given in exchange for. a few pieces of silver, does not alter the 
truth that the qualities of generosity, gratitude, justice and brotherhood were 
originally symbolized mm the purse for the sustenance and mutual protection of 
all. Neither does 1t release us from responsthility in the matter, but 1s all the 
more reason for us to awaken to our duty and the privilege offered us 
through 1t. 

The Temple has never emphas1zed 1ts financial needs, but has held them 
in the background,. strugghng along under great disadvantage to the work, 
and sacrihce to all concerned, im order that the mercenary $pirit might be kept 
out, and all contributions be made through consecration, interior recognition 
of needs, and devotional helpfulness. 

While this course has brought some moments of anxiety at times, 1t has 
Succeeded in carrying 1ts purpose into effect, and has heen a means of uniting 
rather than separating the hearts of the Temple children. 

There 1s no thought of a change of method at this moment of the work, 
but there 1s an evident desire on the part of the Lodge to arouse us anew to 
the respons1thility of our pos1ition in relation to conditions around us on every 
hand, and to support and protect the work, the center, and the agents at all 
points needed through the very nature and essence of the torces that go out 
from us. 

This 1s the principle that operates through the Temple treasury and 
which, if kept vitally in mind, wall make it 1mpossible for us to be unable to 
contribute toward it 1n its threefold aspect, or to find it wanting im a time of 
need. 

During the past year, in $spite of different difficulties that had to be con- 
tended with, the receipts from both the dues and Helping Hand contributions 
are an increase over that of last year, showing that the Temple ranks are 
made up of men and women not to be daunted by difficulties, but able to meet 
and overcome conditions as they arise. 

(The report in figures for the past year was then read. ) 

The page turns, and we have a new year before us, a new record to make, 
the reading of which will roll around at the appointed time. It 1s not ours to 
know the results of our efforts, but 1t does helong to us to make our efforts 
true and whole-hearted, to become one with the law, that "the forces of love 
and life may flow unobstructed through the Stone of Sacrihce upon which we 
Stand,” and to bear to us on the return wave, the essence of both $spiritual and 
material freedom. 

Jang W. KENT, 
Temple Treasurer. 
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REPORT OF THE TEMPLE SCRIBE. 


To THE MEMBERS OF THE TEMPLE: 

Since our last Convention, the Temple work has made progress on inner 
planes especially, but on outer lines has held its own, without increase to the 
total number of its membership, the necessary process of s1fting having been 
Somewhat in operation. 

Following 1s a list of the various Temple Squares : 

Central Square, Oceano, Cal.; Hiawatha Square, Syracuse, N. Y.; Capt- 
tol Square, Washington, D. C.; W. Q. Judge Square, Bridgeport, Conn. ; Lin- 
coln Square, Lincoln, Neb.; Harmony Square, Philadelphia, Pa.; Esperanza 
Square, Los Angeles, Cal. ; Ahmo-Mama Square, Hot Springs, Ark. ; Willam- 
ette Square, Salem, Ore.; Seattle Square, Seattle, Wash.; Wauseon Square, 
Wauseon, O.; Daya Square, Everett, Wash.; Decorah Square, Decorah, la. ; 
Golden Rule Square, Everett, Wash.; Rose Square, Home, Wash. ; Boston 
Square, Boston, Mass.; Fall River Square, Fall River, Mass.; Palo Alto 
Square, Palo Alto, Cal.; Emily Square, Galice, Ore. ; Truth Seekers' Square, 
Meriden, Conn. 

The Central Square has held its meetings every Sunday afternoon, with 
a Somewhat increased attendance over last year, and with the frequent pres- 
ence of visitors from various parts of the country. 

The usual soctal meetings at the Halcyon Hotel on Wednesday evenings 
have been maintained, and have proved of interest and benetit to all at the 
Centre. The $pirit of social intercourse 1s increasing among us, on lines of 
unity and harmony, as our number grows more and more with the passing of 
time. 

CHAS. L. HARRIS, 
Temple Scribe. 


ANNUAL REPORT AND MESSAGE OF THE 
OFFICIAL HEAD. 


To ALL COMRADES IN CONVENTION ASSEMBLED : 

In the message read last year to the Convention by the Temple 
Guard, as reported in the September 1906 ARTISAN, you will find the follow- 
ing: "There have been many hours of deep discouragement, of intense suf- 
tering, as well as hours of encouragement and thankfulness, in the past year, 
and the coming year will {ti]] our cup to the brim, and oftentime running over ; 
tor the next eighteen months will try us with fire. But if we can stand the 
test, drink our $share of the cup of renunciation, and go steadily on with one 
thought, one end in view, we will meet at the close of another year, with deep 
gratitude in our hearts.” 

| am $ure that we will agree that the above has been- a true prediction of 
the year's trials and events, also that we are all met today with gratitude in 
our hearts for the helpful and sustaining forces given us and the work by the 
Masters during the past year. Today, as we look back over the year, all at 
this Centre can realize that a great welding force of Light and Brotherhood 
has heen operative in the Temple work, that this Centre never was $0 unified 
as now, and $0 endowed with a common consciousness of upholding one an- 
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other and the work as a whole. The fact that one or two elements or cells of 
an organ or centre may be sick and diseased and out of tune does not contra- 
dict the truth I have uttered. It 1s the overwhelming majority that generates 
the forces obtaining; and $0 I say—it 1s a cause for rejoicing, that this Centre 
and the work 1tself are now $0 unihed and that so many true hearts are beat- 
ing in unison, $0 many true warriors standing shoulder to shoulder, present- 
ing a solid phalanx of hght to the enemy wherever he may try to cast his dis- 
integrating influence. 

With those poor, weak, misguided brothers and s1sters in or out of the 
ranks who have opened their auras to the disintegrator, and who have become 
channels for eighth sphere influences, we must have persisting patience. They 
are suffering from $piritual diseases, and whether 1t be a case of psychic 
jim-Jams, $piritual neurasthenia, moral hysteria, too much ego in their cos- 
mos or some other occult pathological condition—our duty 1s plain, to be 
patient, long suffering and compass1onate, giving the sick ones every opportunity 
to recover their health. If the $sick ones finally become pustulent to the 
danger of the whole organic body, there 1s but one remedy, to open the 
abscess, let out the pus, destroy the obnox1ous cells, use potent disinfectants, 
and then cleanly and sweetly go on with the work. 

Some months of the eighteen of trial referred to still remain, but all who 
have watched the making of history by the Temple will have no fear of the 
outcome. 


No matter how great or small the exterior dimens1ons of the work may 
he, the great fact remains that through the Temple the Great Lodge have 


established a stable centre, a heart-centre, which, though all the outer limbs 
or members of the body might be lopped off, would yet retain its complete 
heart integrity, and has the power to grow limbs, branches and members, as 
necessity may require, $0 that there 1s never any interruption in the flow of 
the cosmical forces through the Centre of Light the Great Lodge has estab- 
I1ished on this plane for helping the world. 


The Support of the Temple Work. 


This may be grouped under several heads : 

(a) Spifitual support. This means that the whole being thrills with the 
desire to be. of service, that the lines are thrown out im all directions, that 
there 1s no seltich motive, but the one single underlying desire to spread the 
Light of the Great Lodge everywhere. With such, the $spiritual will becomes 
operative, waking or sleeping, and tremendous results are achieved. 

(b) Moral support. This: means standing up for the work always and all 
the time. It does not mean a half-hearted yes” or no" regarding any ques- 
tions relating to the work, but a positive attitude, readiness to battle for the 
Temple if attacked, to defend it against calumny or misrepresentation ; m 
Short, to champion it in public and in private—and s$o to give that most 
precious of all forces, the moral force—which, 1f 1t 1s lacking in any move- 
ment, or with any group of people, leaves it dead or sodden. Temple mem- 
bers should ask themselves, if they are giving the Temple at all times their 
moral support and force. 

(c) Financial support. This is the least important of all, and yet the most 
important on one plane only, the physical—as society is at present consti- 
tuted. We cannot carry on the work, send out our printed matter, keep the 
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wheels a-going, unless the financial support is forthcoming. The Treasurer's 
report shows that the members have not been unmindful of their duty in this 
respect; the receipts from the Helping Hand and from dues being a little 
more than the preceding year. Yet it 1s not enough, and in $pite of the ut- 
most economy practiced, the Temple is pinched in getting along. Printing 
has to be curtailed, papers and instructions that might be sent out are not 
Sent, for the printers' bills must be paid, and we are not justified 1n expend- 
ing beyond our supply of funds. Therefore members should not relax in this, 
and should help as much as their circumstances permit, if they desire to see 
the work go on. Many cannot give much, but every little helps, and what 
you cannot give, some other, whose financial karma may he different, may be 
impelled to do what you cannot. 

But whatever we do, let us ever hear in mind the threefold nature of the 
Support due the Temple 1f we are earnest disciples and hope to come under 
the conscious direction of the Great Lodge. The s$piritual and moral support 
we can give according to the degree of our unfoldment—but the material and 
financial we can add as our opportunity may permit, and thrice hlessed 1s he 
who has this threefold power given him by the Great Law. 


Squares. 


Temple Squares are important points of contact with the world—and 
wherever four or more members are able to work harmoniously together 
great results are possthle. As has been s$aid in the past, many times how- 
ever, wherever two or more members endeavor to work together for the 
good of humanity an effort 1s at once made by the disintegrator to throw sep- 
arative forces between, and nullifty any work attempted. Consequently, 
Squares have to meet this test and win their right to exist. Knowing the 
Strength of the forces they will have to meet, we advise members in any 
locality to go slowly in organizing a Square. It 1s better for a few members 
to meet informally in class study before organizing. If they can hold together 
in class study for a year, then 1t 1s time to think of a more coherent organiza- 
tion. 

Temple Squares should study nothing but the Temple Teachings in 
meetings, using other books as references or to corroborate points in the 
Teachings. Invariably, when outside Teachings are introduced in the Square, 
it provides a point for separative influences to work. There is a Force in 
the Temple Teachings within and beyond the words, and these helong to 
the Temple members; if they refuse to absorh this force and transmit it, 
they are not true to the line, and 1t 1s not strange if outside and alien forces 
enter 1n. 

In the Central Square at Headquarters nothing but the Temple Teach- 
ings are ever discussed. Squares will make no mistake in sticking to the 
Teachings. The lessons in THE ARTISAN, as well as special papers and the 
Teachings in the books sent to each member, should be taken up, read par- 
agraph by paragraph at each meteing, and discussed, not argued over. Each 
mind $should offer its best light on the thoughts and ideas suggested. This 
collective study stimulates and arouses the intuition, and it is wonderful what 
is brought out in such meetings, where harmony reigns and there is a sincere 
desire to get the truth, irrespective of personal opinions. 
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Temple Literary Department. 


This includes the publication of THE TEMPLE ARTISAN, the $sales of books 
along the lines of the work, and the publication- of books and pamphlets em- 
bodving or elaborating Temple philosophy and ethics. Two thousand copies 
of the article which appeared in THE ARTISAN entitled *Let There be Light” 
have been printed and are meeting with a most appreciative 1f not enthusi- 
astic reception on the part of members in various sections. It 1s designed to 
extend this line of effort until it shall be able to provide a clear and satis- 
factory exposition on all the fundamental points of the Temple Teachings as 
well as possthle manuals and books which $shall in time constitute a distinc- 
tive Temple literature. About 1,000 copies of Tue TEMPLE ARTISAN are sent 
out monthly to members and subscribers—and the little magazine makes ef- 
fective strokes wherever 1t goes, for the good of the work. It 1s truly a 
messenger of the gods and has turned the consciousness of many an 1n- 
quirer toward the Lodge. and our work. The Book Department recerves 
orders constantly from members and others for the books it carries, and 1s 
an important adjunct to the work in being able to supply members with cor- 
relating hterature. 


Present Status of the Work. 


Let us take an inventory of results accomphshed up to the present 
time. : 

The Temple is the direct continuation of the work started by H. P. 
Blavatsky in 1875. The same forces are back of it and it 1s keeping alive in 
the world the truths proclaimed by that Messenger. 

The Temple was organized on this plane in 1898, since which time it has 
grown steadily. Its most important growth has been in strength with added 
ability to hold fast to the great principles and plans entrusted to 1t by the 
Lodge for working out on this plane. Silly attempts have been made from 
time to time on the part of ambitious and self-appointed leaders and teachers 
to get hold of the Temple work, but all such attempts have failed and wall 
tail, and 1t 1s only the egotistic blindness of these self-appointed ones that 
misleads them as to the innate strength of the Temple and those who have 
been put in direct charge of the same. 

The Temple 1s now a coherent, strongly organized body, on the principle 
of centralization, and 1s made up of various degrees and orders, wheels 
within wheels, and centres within centres, each one protecting and sustaining 
the others. Out of these various orders and degrees come to the front, as it 
were, those who s$urvive the ordeals and tests that life puts upon them, and 
who are finally recognized as able to stand as sohd pillars on their own bases 
and who receive accordingly corresponding trusts and respons1hilities from 
the Master or his Agents in the work. 

Our Link with the Great Lodge remains intact and unbroken. This 1s a 
tact of tremendous importance. As long as this Link 1s unbroken, the Master 
can reach us and the organization directly. This Link 1s a sensitive point in 
the great iron wall of selfish desires which surrounds the world and which 
wall cuts it off from the Lodge of light. Therefore, we should treasure this 
Link as our most precious possession, for through it will come all that our 
Souls are in quest of, if we' will make the demand m the right spirit of un- 
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Selfisghness. Many are prone to find fault with this Link, its outer appear- 
ance, apparent limitations, etc. These $should remember that through this 
channel come the waters of life from the Master, and even 1t that channel 
Seems to have outer flaws, yet the great fact remains that the currents of love 
and life and teachings revealing a glorious philosophy of hte flow through the 
channel provided. Master has $aid that it would not be an easy matter 
to raise up another Link—that it requires a preparation of many years to 
build up on all planes even those who by development might he available. 
We may drink the most refreshing waters through an iron, lead, silver or 
other kind of pipe, vet we would not think of finding fault with these pipes 
Hecause they were not golden or studded with glittering jewels. It 1s use 
and function that are the final test of the preciousness of any such vehicle, 
after all 1s sa1d. 

And so we have our Agent or Link with the- Lodge still with us, and as 
Master has said, that Link is a Iimk for one reason, because of its great 
capacity for suffering and sacrihce. We must preserve 1t, help it, aid it in 
every way posstble, if we would keep it with us—that 1s, make 1t poss1hle for 
it to hold together as a point on this plane through which the imner light 
might reach us in this vale of outer darkness. This Link we might regard 
as one of our most valuable Temple assets, combined with the knowledge 
that, though bearing some scars from the 'battles fought, the Temple has 
always beaten off its enemies, who, drunken with the lust of selfishness and 
ambition, would have rent and polluted its sacred shrine had they the power 
S0 to do. The liabilities the Temple has incurred are these same enemies, 
who cannot forgive the tact that they have been unsuccessful, and some of 
whom will keep up their attacks from time to time, vainly thinking that, if 
they could undo the Temple, it would justify their own failure to keep to the 
lme of hight. 

Then there 1s the outer work, the Temple Home Association, which con- 
nects the ethical and spiritual truths of the Temple with the physical plane 
SO that 1t 1s literally the body of the work. That outer work will externalize 
as time goes on in concrete form, the order of life and truth handed down 
to us in the Temple Teachings and philosophy. Hence the Temple Move- 
ment may be regarded as an entity made up of Body, Soul and Spirit, as has 
been outlined before. The Spirit 1s the Lodge Force back of it, the Soul is 
the Temple and the Body the outer work, the Temple Home Association. 

In conclus1on let me call attention to the fact that the Temple has no 
creed, as its motto indicates—*Creeds will disappear and Hearts remain.” 
The Teachings given out and called Temple Teachings can be accepted or 
rejected by members without affecting their standing in the organization. 
All that 1s required of members 1s true $pirit of tolerance, charity and broth- 
erliness, and unselfish desire to help humanity generally. This broad and 
universal platform should appeal to all lovers of truth wherever situated. 
It 1s the only platform on which can be gathered a true Brotherhood of 
Man—no matter who the man may be. 


In conclusion I call attention to the significant words of our Father- 
Master which many of you will recall: For those Brothers and Sisters who 
have tailed s0 egregiously, who instead of bringing defense and help have 
opened up lines of communication hetween themselves and our enemies, 
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Standing idly by while shot after shot of evil was poured in on defenseless 
Brothers and Sisters, I have no condemnation; they will run hither and yon 
to every self-advertised teacher seeking some new thing, only to meet with 
disappointment after disappointment, gradually losing faith and trust, finally 
zinking into unhelief and hopeless inactivity. They will need your kindest 
thoughts, your love and help, for they can only return to us through you 
to whom they have proved traitors, for such is the law.” 

Also I quote the Master's glorious charge to us: 

"My CHILDREN; T speak not now to those other atoms of myself who 
know me not, neither do they know 7 hat which TI feebly represent. 

*] speak to you mdividually. 

"Other men, other women, in 1gnorance of the laws of true discipleship— 
whose ears and eyes are sealed tast, as yet—may scorn the words | utter, the 
thoughts I lavisch upon them, and despite that scorn pass on over your heads 
to the heights on whach I stand and beckon you, but having seen and heard, 
knowing well the law which must govern disciples of the right hand path, 
vou cannot still my voice in your soul—cannot fall back into the depth of 
Ignorance from which you have been rescued, and travel again this step of 
the path that leads to God. To you 1it hath been given to touch the hem of 
the Seamless Robe—to stand on the threshold of the Temple Gate and be- 
hold a tithe of the Glory which rests on the Altar of Sacrifice, and 1f you 
turn back on that altar and pass out into the darkness beyond the outer court, 
how great will you hind that darkness. 

"You are Sons and Daughters oft a King. If you barter that birthright 
for a bauble, for a passing dream, I cannot give 1t back to you, nor can you 
win 1t again for yourselves in many ages. You must pay royally for your 
birthright, in purity of service, in loyalty to your Father's house, in love to 
your Father's people, in fidelity to your Brethren. 

"He can accept no less at your hands without degrading his Kingly 
throne. You can offer no less without belitthng your own ancestry. 

"Raise high the banner of your house, and let no earthly honor, no per- 
Sonal selfishness, no host of Hell, trample 1t and you underneath the feet of 


your Soul's oppressors.” 
WiLlLLlaM H. DowEkR. 


MESSAGE OF THE TEMPLE GUARD. 


My COMRADES ALL : 

| helieve that every true and loyal Templar has the real interest of the 
Temple work at heart, and 1f they seem to fail in any respect, 1t 1s hecause 
they do not appreciate the importance of some detail. or are limited by some 
personal idiosyncrasy which colors their minds temporarily. Beheving this, 
I ask them all to bear with me if I appear to be over-emphatic in speaking of 
what to my mind are some of the most vital issues we are facing. Pre- 
eminently among these are the preservation of the essential unity of all 
phases of the work, and the construction of each department of the plan out- 
lined by the Masters, according to their spectihic directions. Personally I feel 
that the work would prove an egregious failure 1f we refused or neglected 


to do $0. 
[f we have any realization of the importance of the work as a whole and 
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the necessity for obedience to directions in regard to any specitic part, 1t it 1s 
to fit into the great Mosaic—the Lodge plan, we can understand how we 
could only hinder instead of help, if we come to this place determined to 
work out some individual plan of our own, which 1s in opposition to some 
detail of the greater plan. Our plan might be all right individually, under 
other conditions, among other people, but if in opposition to the Temple plan, 
would have a corresponding effect to that which would result from drawing 
a straight line out of one side of a square figure when the square alone was 
required for some definite purpose. Then there 1s another aspect to the 
subject which 1s of as great or greater interest to all who revere and love the 
Masters. Think for a moment what 1t must mean to those who are con- 
cerned with the evolution of svstems of worlds, to give to a few mortals on 
one of those worlds a plan by which they could work out the $spiritual and 
material welfare of themselves and many others, at a time when even a 
limited outlook clearly shows imminent disruption and great changes in all 
phases of life all over the world, and then have to stand by and watch those 
mortals quarreling about trivialities, perhaps over the place or position some 
one of them would like to occupy, the tools they should work with, or d1s- 
puting as to whether or not some one temporarily has. a httle harder task 
to perform than others, or demanding the reason why their wishes have not 
been consulted, and $80 keep themselves in a condition of uncertainty as to 
whether they would come into real heart-touch with their comrades mm the 
work, or would stand off on one $side and criticise the actions of others who 
have done $0, and $0 jeopardize the interests of the whole plan. 


We cannot serve God and Mammon, or the forces typitied by Mammon, 
any more than could the disciples of Jesus. We must give to God—to 
Humanity—the things that are God's—the service, the love, the obedience we 
have promised to give, or fall under the power of the Beast. If we could 
always thoroughly appreciate our real relationship to each other, and how 
much the evolution of our neighbor depends upon what we do to and for 
them, there would not be so0 many lukewarm, despondent and hopeless souls 
in the world, and in the Temple work, and the backs of those now bent with 
the weight of care and anxiety, and who s$stand as a target for all the stings 
our common enemies shoot at the mark, would straighten up, and they would 
be better htted to do their work in the interests of all. Instead of this, many 
Stand as 1t were with a magnifying glass in their hands, turning it as it suits 
their 1d10syncras1es, either to magnify the faults they see in others, or to 
decrease the $1ze and importance of their own faults. Through looking $0 
Steadily at the minutia of life, they become incapable of looking at its great- 
ness and unity, and see every humanitarian work in the light of some 
tinancial scheme which some one is exploiting for personal benefit, and do 
this s1mply because they themselves are $0 blind they cannot see that thete 
may be those whose love for their kind is great enough to lead to their even 
giving up life 1tself that others may have a chance to live and grow. 

There 1s enough of everything that humanity requires to support life for 
every humen being in the world, but there is only one way by which every 
man may have his $hare, and that is by each one doing his own part in the 
organic centre of which he is a constituent part. Knowing the laws which 
control the distribution of life forces, how can we expect that the executors 
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of those laws are going to force us to take the privileges we may have by 
simply obeying the laws and directions given us by those executors. 

Notwithstanding the fact that we were told months ago just what the 
present year or more would bring to us, the little group of pioneers at Head- 
quarters have had to fairly lie awake nights to plan, and devise ways and 
means to counteract the effects of the treachery of: some of our old inhuman 
comrades who have vielded to the power of the disintegrator, and turned on 
their brethren with the malignancy of disappointed desire and ambition, and 
made use of the power won by the instructions given for their help and s$pirit- 
ual growth, to destroy those they could not use for their personal advantage. 
There 1s no use- of discussing these facts, but we must recognize them for 
our own protection, and try to understand the tremendous importance of the 
work which could arouse such action by the powers of darkness, wherever 
thev could tind a vehicle. : 

Where in the wide world can we find what we are all longing for, peace, 
communion with the Higher Self, and development of the latent powers we 
know ex1st within us, unless we take advantage of the opportunity given us, 
and give ourselves.up to bringing to outer express1on the spiritual counter- 
parts of our desires. 

The . majority of Temple members have been failures in the eyes of a 
money-mad world, and have learned that they had to sacrifice soul or body, 
according to which they cared most for. Where are there any save here 
and there an occas1onal one, who are satished with what they have obtained 
from material hfe? We may not prove to be exceptions, nor be able to fully 
Satisfy our $piritual nature while in the flesh, but we can do far more than 
we have done $0 far, by sincerely trying to live a more natural hfe; but mm 
order to live such a hfe, we must make conditions for doing $0, and that 1s 
all pioneer work. We are bound by unjust laws, false opm1ons, old traditions, 
etc., and have become the veriest slaves that ever lived, in some respects. We 
have been offered freedom, hope, intelligent direction, in other words, a 
chance to live. Those who would condemn us most for even trying to seek 
our own, our birthright, m the majority of cases, are living lives that are a 
crying shame. Constant recrimination, bitter hatred, bondage to all forms 
and false conditions, deceit, and a smattering of what the world calls civil- 
zation. These are what the world offers us in contradistinction to what the 
Masters have offered us. Which is it to be? We have got to choose and that 
right s00n. If we choose aright, we have to hold up the hands of those who 
are doing the work that we cannot do as yet, it may be because of obligations 
already assumed, and $sustain them by all means in our power, for they must 
bear countless burdens which do not yet touch: us if we are not as yet in the 
front of the battle where they now are. It cannot be put too plainly, that 
if this Headquarters staff cannot have such sustenance, it cannot carry out 
the Master's directions and make it possible for others to come and receive 
the benetits that might be theirs. Even if it does take some sacriftice now, 
will 1t not be a $piritual and material investment that will later mean every- 
thing worth living for to us all? If you permit someone who literally knows 
nothing of the real facts; someone who 1s disappointed because he or she has 
not been permitted to use the Temple for personal aggrandizement, to throw 
the seeds of suspicion and distrust into your minds, and accept their estimate 
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of people and conditions here, instead of going direct to those who do know 
the facts and will tell you the truth, you simply cut the ground out from under 
your own feet, break your solemn obligations and stultity the work others are 
now doing for you, while almost paralyzing them with discouragement and 
hopelessness. If I speak too strongly, forgive me, and try to beheve that it 
my love for you and from my knowledge of the imcalculable 


1s due to 
We cannot always see. the importance of 


importance of the 1ssues at $stake. 
Some little thing upon which even the lives of those we love best may be 
depending, and our inability to perceive the same may rest upon the stress 
and strain of outer circumstances which dull our mental vis1on, or hecause 
we have not yet developed the sense of quick knowledge which would tear 
away the veils which hide the real issues, and our attention may be focussed 
on some minor detail, while the major, the great 1ssues, are in course of 
precipitation. But if we have a true friend whose lhfe 1s hound up m our 
own, who happens to be able to see where we are making a false step or are 
being crippled or blinded by some enemy, we would count 1t a great hardship 
if that friend neglected or refused to point out our mistake, or the power of 
our enemy, and it 1s from the depths of my own sad experience and tender 
friendship for each and every Temple child, that I have now emphas1zed 
what the Masters have long since tried to 1impress upon our minds and hearts. 
What hope have we if we reject our opportunity? To whom s$hall we turn 
in the maelstrom now engulting s0 many of our kind, 1f we $shut our eyes 
and ears to the Christ that 1s calling us together to prepare for H1s coming. 

| most sincerely hope that this Convention, one of the most important we 
have ever hald, will prove to he a red-letter time in our hves, and that the 
harmonizing influence of the forces awakened here flow out to each and 
every Temple child of the Father at a distance. 

How much we need the help and encouragement of every one of our 
comrades, each worker at this Centre knows. When I think of the sacrihce, 
the hard labor, the cowardly blows received by them, and the efforts put 
forth to sustain and help each other by our faithful comrades here, I have 
an unutterable longing that those comrades at a distance should know them 
as | do. I am sure there. would not he s0 much difhculty experienced in 
inducing those who are able to do 1t, to appreciate their efforts, and show 
their appreciation in all practical ways, as well as by sustaining them by loving 
thoughts, and defending those. who need defense whenever and however such 
need arises. 

We have no right, and I hope no desire, to judge each other or to put 
a hard and fast estimate of value on the work any one of our comrades has 
done or 1s doing. If each one of us has done all we could do, it is all that will 
be expected of us; but let us be sure that it is all we could do. Have we all 
remembered that because the members of the Central group are literally tied 
hand and foot by their duties right here, it was impossible for them to do 
the necessary work on the outside which would bring cthers into the fold ? 
Have we all realized that the Sanatorium and Open Gate work must inev- 
itably fail if we do not keep on the qui vive/ and if we have heard or read 
of a case of 1lIness which might be turned in the direction of either, have we 
taken the pains to go and see the sick one or his or her friends, or write 
them a letter and send some of the appropriate literature to them? If we 
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have heard of a dissatished soul who was relinquishing his church or society 
hecause he or she had outgrown its teachings, have we made an effort to 
reach them and put into their hands an invitation to join us in our search for 
Truth? If we have learned that some man or woman was coming into a 
realization that co-operative effort holds the only hope for the material 
advancement of the human race, have we gone out of our way 1 the least 
to supply su1ch an one with our Temple Home Association leaflets, or to give 
them an idea of the problems we are trving to work out, and invite them to 
join us? In other words, are we using the same methods,. making like efforts 
to build up the Temple work, which we would use and make to build up our 
own personal business, our own s$piritual and material interests? It we are 
not doing this, we are recreant. We are not true to the Lodge and the 
Masters and our own Higher Selves for we have promised to do all this 
and more. If we are leaving all that class of work to the few heavily bur- 
dened workers at Headquarters, we are not worthy of our comrades, and 1t 
the latter fail in their efforts, we will be responsible for that failure. The old 
excuses, | have married a wife, I must bury a friend, I must look out for my 
own family's comfort first, will not avail now, any more than the same class 
of excuses availed when Jesus called his disciples to follow him, for 1t it” 
were posstble for us to satisfy our conscience with such excuses, when the 
time of decision came to us, we $hould have remained where we then 
were, we Should never have taken such sacred obhgations upon ourselves. 

The Temple work 1s not the work of any individual or group of imdivid- 
uals alone, 1t 1s the most vital 1ssue in the life of every Temple member, and 
no more than we $hould be satisfied to sit back comfortably by the fireside 
and send our wives, our children, or our neighbors out m the world to earn 
a hving for us, should we be satisftied to let our comrades bend their backs 
to the plough, the cook stove, the desk, the work bench, while we accept the 
results of their labor and care, 1f we are able to lend them a hand m any 
direction that may be required, and refuse or neglect to do $0. 

[| feel that we are facing a crisis in our work, and that it 1s necessary for 
us all to realize our responsthility and remember that just because we are 
tew 1m members, comparatively speaking, and because the task given us is 
almost a superhuman one, there 1s all the more reason that each one 'of us 
Should feel in one $ense as though the Master's whole great plan rested on 
his or her faithfulness, industry and hearty co-operation, as it does s0 rest 
to whatever extent we have assumed responsthility, and reahze our unity. 
Everything that our members at a distance can do to advance the interests of 
any department of the work here 1s hfting some burden from some one of 
those at Headquarters, and s0 making 1t posstble for the latter to: do some 
other piece of work in some other direction, which they could not otherwise 
do for lack of strength or means; and of most importance it 1s that we should 
all remember that no one of our comrades 1s s0 far advanced beyond the rest 
as to be able to entirely dominate the negative—the evil s1de of their natures. 
We are all liable to stumble and even to fall over and over again; we will 
probably make mistake after mistake in some one or more directions, . but 
if we have the higher part of ourselves developed to any extent, we wil get 
up again and go on. We will try not to make the same mistake again; we 
will remember what the Master has said, 1. e., that *no teacher or leader 
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could be very far in advance of the race to which he or she belongs,” and just 
$0 far. as such an one exceeds in development the rest of the people of a race, 
there must inevitably be a correspondingly greater amount of trial and temp- 
tation for such an one to endure, and therefore that one would be all the 
more in need of the perfect sympathy and help of their comrades 1t the latter 
were to receive all it was posstble to give them. If we are expecting super- 
natural things from a natural man or woman, we will be disappointed, and 
s1uch disappointment will tend to lead us astray, and we will then lose our 
opportunity for obtaining the natural things of which we stand far more in 
need; and of all things let us remember that sure growth 1s slow growth, and 
80 not lose patience with ourselves or others. 

Sincerely wishing we may all feel the effects of the present great out- 
pouring of $piritual force, and with most tender love and greeting, I wish 
to extend a hearty welcome to all assembled here, and hope that our absent 
comrades may sense the good will and harmony now prevailing which we will 
all try to fold about them. Your Comrade and Sister, 

FRANCIA A. La DUE, 
Temple Guard. 


Dr. DowER.— We will now be pleased to hear from some of the 
visiting members present. We have with us members representing 
different squares, some who have come from a long distance and 
Some 1isolated members who do not represent squares. We would 
like to hear from Mr. Marvin Smith of Everett Square. 


Mxr. SMITH of Everett, Wash.—Chairman and Comrades all: In 
coming here I find more than I expected. 1 was always painting 1t 
dark $0 as not to be disappointed, but everything seems all right. To 
o1ve a brief report of Daya Square, there 1s more interest manifested 
than one would expect in a town of that size. The name itself has a 
kind of vibration, and while we have not many members, we have a 
number of satelites who come and go, but there are s1x or seven who 
are always *'standing by the guns” and keeping a gateway open. We 
meet together in square formation and discuss the Temple teachings. 
We have some discussions about other things, but we hang right by 
the teachings, and if anyone þrings up anything else he has got to 
*$Show up. Our meetings remind me of the old-time Methodist 
revivals; I was brought up a Methodist and it took quite a little 
rubbing before I could get out of it, but I have come along all right. 


DR. DowER.—Daya Square 1s always active. We always have 
reports showing that they are sowing the seed. It is with them as 
it has been with every minor branch,—one or two members furnish 
the dynamic energy, the steam to keep things going. We have also 
with us a neighbor of Bro. Smith, Dr. Herdman of Seattle. We 
would like to hear from Dr. Herdman now. 
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DR. HERDMAN.—Onter Guard, Brothers and Sisters: It is a 
great pleasure to me to be here, as | have been trying for many 
years to get here. The work in Seattle is still growing, and 
although we have had many difficulties to contend with, a great 
many members joining and going away, the centre 1s still alive 
and the same little band meet regularly. 


DR. DowER.—VWe have with us an old friend that some of you 
have seen and heard of before—Brother Varian, representing Palo 
Alto Square and Ireland. It is said, you know, that Ireland has 
more rogues in the rogues gallery and more saints in the saints' 
calendar than any other race. 


\IR. V ARIAN.—lT think that the most of the saints are from one 
point of view, rogues. In Palo Alto we have the usual branch, and 
Dr. Lattle sings. 1 do not represent Palo Alto altogether, as others 
are here, but I do represent Ireland. Our system of work in Palo 
Alto seems to be careless and gay, as much as posstble, and we carry 
a good bit of humor around with us, and are not formal in our 
outer meetings. We use Temple literature, but do not confine our- 
Selves to that; we take any one in and let them talk. We think it 
1s a good thing to let these people come in and talk, especially when 
they are $0 sure they are right, and when they go away they are 
not quite $0 sure that they. were right. I think getting outs1ders 
into the meetings and letting them talk helps to bring out our Teach- 
ings. For instance, a Soctalist would talk on soctalism and bring out 
a good discussion. The strongest thing about our branch 1s the 
Steady attitude of certain members with regard to the Teachings, both 
in understanding them and in acting them also, and I think that pos- 
Sibly if every body would pay more attention to these things we 
would have less of the trouble we have had in the last year. 1 am 
peaking of Headquarters and all the rest of us. I think that 1t 
every day we would do as we are told, we could generate a force 
that would be impregnable; but we get tired; we start in atter 
Convention and work about two weeks and then we get tired and 
$0 do not use the force of our aspiration as we should. We are 
not a machine, of peace, we are a battleship. The strong point 
about our branch is not the financial side but the fact that a certain 
number of us are able to keep up our enthus1asm. 


DR. LITTLE of Palo Alto.—T am very glad to be a member of Palo 
Alto Square. I am very glad in a way, to be a <sattelite of Mr. 
Varian: Mr. Varian always makes me think of a very great char- 
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acter who because of his attitude toward the higher forces was 
able at any point of critical experience to function forces that wiser 
men, and stronger men, and more able men in certain other ways 
were unable to function. This atmosphere that Mr. Varian has 
carried with him and that all of us have known, has permeated Palo 
Alto Square, and is always ready to fight and love you at the same 
time. There has been a $pirit of brotherliness and wholesomeness 
that people have sensed. As one visitor said, a curious thing about 
our meetings that he had never seen anywhere else, was, that 
Some one would get up and say something, and somebody else 
would get up and say he did not believe a word of 1t, but still there 
1s a feeling of brotherhood. 

All that is asked of members coming into this soctety 1s the 
belief in the unity of all life, but Christ put it this way: *I and my 
Father are one.' We are called upon just as much at this hour 
as at any hour to put on the strength of the whole armor oft the 
Lord. This old writer went on to mention some of the things in 
this particular fight that we have to make. It 1s not against poltica] 
or social conditions, but against principalities and powers, and the 
rulers of the darkness; and he pointed out that we need to put 
on this strength to fight this fight, and that 1s just what 1s sung 
in the message. We are children of the new covenant, of the new 
age. The fact that this. age has been existing always does not 
change the fact that every moment 1t 1s a new age. 

In Palo Alto, when a person has been prepared and gone out 
into the world, I am inclined to think that the State of California 
and the whole world 1s a little different because that Square 1s there. 


DR. DowER.— We have with us our Brother Thompson who has 
the d1stinction of having come from the most distant point. Brother 
Thompson comes from Guatamala. 


NirR. T. O. THOMPSON. — There 1s no Temple Square in the coun- 
try where 1 come trom, and $0 far as I know, we are only two 
members there. \Vg meet once in a while. We do what work we 
can among the people in the way of distributing any literature pub- 
Iished in Spanish, which 1s the language spoken there. I subscribe 
for a theosophical magazine which is printed in Spanish, and dis- 
tribute a number of copies. We find some among the people who 
have cast aside the Cathohc religion and are searching around for 
Something else. I wish to say that I think this one of the greatest 
pleasures of my life, to meet the brothers and sisters and have a 
heart-to-heart talk, and to feel the spirit of unity existing among 
118 here. 
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\Irs. Mary B. MoRR1s0N, of Denver, Colo.—I1 am very glad to 
he here with you. TI have longed many times to meet with you and 
| wish I could have come with a report of the little Square that 
we had, because they were very devoted, and since the Square 
dissolved through 80 many moving away, a few of us have met 
tozether and taken up the correspondence class and enjoyed it very 
much, but when I had to leave the meetings broke up. 


\[Ks. M. K. Cnoict of Oakland, Cal.—This is the first convention 
| have had the privilege of attending. We have no Square in Oak- 
land, but have had a few Temple readings at the home of a friend 
and a number of people have come in and taken a great deal of 
interest, and one- has joined the Temple. 


\Ir. H. A. G1Bs0N, of Los Angeles. — We have a very nice, quiet, 
growing Square at Los Angeles with some fifteen at our meetings. 
The Square has not grown much dqduring the past vear but the har- 
mony seems perfect, and people coming in have remarked on 1t and 
Say that they have attended many meetings of a mystical nature. 
but none s0 harmonious. The Temple means so much, that it grows 
very slowly. 

The Temple presents virtue as its own reward. Most mystical 
organizations hold out an immediate reward and s0 get in a great 
many members; so 1 do not get discouraged, as 1 have attended 
a great many Conventions and I feel here something that makes me 
glad. I feel an interior force and energy that 1s very sweet and 
that gives me a great hope. The Temple 1s gaining immensely in 
its Soul power. I would like to say a word about this disintegrating 
force. I have met with a great deal of it. I got a couple of letters 
which began by telling me that they had seen my name in connection 
with the Temple. One said that the Temple was higher than anything 
he had had before, but he wanted to know something about those 
connected with it. I wrote back to him that 1 would not be a party 
to the investigation of any member of the Temple, but he could not 
See it that way. He said, *'we are $0 far away we cannot send an 
investigating committee to headquarters, but you people have been 
there and know.” T said to him, *the Temple must stand or fall 
from its soul plane, and if you are not intuitive enough to discern 
the voice of the Master you will have to wait a little while. Another 
man wanted to know the price of land and bungalows near here. 
He said he was an old-time Theosophist, and did not want to come 
to Headquarters to live, but would like to get near a nice town 1n the 
vicinity. I bring that out to enforce one point; that is, whether 
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you will throw your life in with the Temple or whether you won t. 
If you have not passed this point you have got to come to 1t, but 
those men want to locate s0mewhere near where they could run in 
occasionally and get the benefit of the Temple without coming into 
too close contact with the people. Now that is the position that the 
Temple is in now ; whether there are enough Temple members who 
can drop down on the Temple side, and I do not know how 1t 1s 
going to be settled. The other point 1s this; that 1 have every con- 
dence that the Temple will live abundantly, but 1t will lose quite 
a number hecause always there 1s the sifting process, and the prin- 
ciple of selection working out. Master said there were few who had 
good enough karma to come close into the Temple and stay very 
long. I have somewhat of a peculiar relation to the Temple, that 
is, of having known the leaders. I know them intimately and yet 
I have no immediate personal connection with them. 1 can imagine 
that the persons who are here have to line up with a sort of sol1d- 
arity, 80 I would like to say this, that the Temple stands on 
permanent ground. You can claim your sonship. You can make 
vour claim with Master, it does not depend on any one else, for the 
Lodge has come very near to you. 


\Irs. F. A. LaDuge.—T would like to say a word. When we 
reach a stage where we have either got to go down or go up, we 
are tested by the Lodge, by the Higher Powers of the universe, as 
to. our ability to stand firm on that one step; and that 1s something 
that very few people in the world realize. They think that a time 
of testing may come upon them, a time when they have to make a 
decis10n; but they do not realize that that time of deciston must 
come a number of times in their hves, in fact that it must come at 
definite cycles in their lives, and we are apt to think that it 1s all 
wrong that we should he tried and tested in that manner, but 
Master has said that it 1s the merciful law. It is the law back of 
all our development. If we are not able to stand on any step that 
we have reached, 1t we think about it, we will see what a merciful 
thing 1t 1s that this testing force comes upon us, and makes it 
poss1hle for us to quietly drop back. Some one has mentioned the 
s$mall number of the Temple membership, and it has brought to my 
mind a statement of the Master that it was possible, time and time 
again, for the Membership of the Temple to be reduced to almost 
nothing, but that if the seven points of: the star were held, the 
Temple work would never fail, and that He could always use that 
neucleus regardless of the numbers. He told us of the importance 
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of the work that was heing done in the world, s:imply because they 
had those seven points at different places in the world, where it 
was possible for them, as it were, to open a line and pass a power 
into the world which had enabled them to do what they otherwise 
could not have done. If we would remember that, it would help 
us to be patient with the slowness of our growth. He also said 
it did not make any difference as to the numbers, because i any 
event it is They who are doing .the work. We are not doing it 
except in $0 far as we are able to do the little primary things. It 
is They who are doing the work, and all we have to do, as Brother 
Little said, 1s to $tand and let them do it ;that 1s all they ask of us. 


Dr. DowER.—I would like to say in reference to those who 
want to come here and get the benefit of the Centre that has been 
built up. They remind me of the story of the Christian Science 
mother who was going along with her little hoy, and there was a 
voat in the field, and the boy was afraid of the goat, and sai1d, 
*Mamma, I am afraid that the goat will hurt me.” She said, my 
sOn, have I not taught you that there is no such thing as pain? 
do you not know that ?” 

*Yes, mamma, but I am afraid the goat don't know it.” 

Now, that is the condition of some of those people. One may 
feel that the light is there, but there 1s the fear of the goat. It 
is s1mply a lack of true moral courage. And then there 1s the 
other case in reference to the investigation of the Centre. They 
never think perhaps what the Centre may think of them, or think 
whether or not the Centre should not investigate them before 
accepting them. Now, as a matter of fact, the Temple 1s a spiritual 
movement, and we must give every one an opportunity to prove 
themselves. You have no idea of the wisdom we have to use 
in dealing with the Squares and how we have to steer clear of the 
rocks, otherwise we would get into trouble. Sometimes there will 
be troubles between members which have nothing to do with the 
work. Personal differences will sometimes arise between members 
and then they will write to us and say, $0 and 80, 1s $0 and $0, 
about this one and that one; *fI won't have anything to do with 
them.” Now what are we to do? What would vou do about it? 


We simply do not do anything about it. We refuse to have any- 
thing to do with any personal quarrel. We simply judge a member 
by his attitude to the Temple. Ts he loyal to the central line of 
the work? If he is loyal to that, our duty ends. Of course where 
the attitude of a member is antagonistic to the work, we have to 
take some action because the integrity of the work 1s at stake. 
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MR. ScoTFoRD of Monrovia, Cal.—I do not know whether we 
Shall be able to start a branch at Monrovia, but we are still in touch 
and sympathy with the Los Angeles Square. I] want to say that 
the Los Angeles Square 1s trying to do all in its power for the 
work, and while not great in numbers, and not making a great 
number of converts, at the same time the work 1s going on within 
themselves, and while we have many times wished that more might 
come in, yet it seems to be the province of that Square to draw 
people in and send them out from that centre mto the world. 
During the time that I have been connected with that branch we 
have had a membership of nearly one hundred persons connected 
at different times with the Los Angeles Square, and those people 
have drank in some of the harmony and truth that the Temple was 
able to give them through that Square and gone to other places in 
the world and carried that harmony and truth with them. This is 
an age of change. The disintegrator 1s at work. Old things are 
passIing away and new things are coming up. There 1s a wide 
held of work for us all in every direction. We know that the 
whole world 1s changing and a new era 1s coming upon us and [ 
helieve the Temple is doing its own work for the change that is 
coming. We are instruments through which the great Lodge can 
pour the forces necessary for the accomplishment of their work. 


\I1ss H. A. FARRAR, Los Angeles.—I have nothing to say 
except to echo what has been said, that we are small in numbers 
but much in earnest. I was instructed to bring to the Head- 
quarters the love, svmpathy and goodwill of all the members. 


Dr. DowER.— We would like to hear from Brother Story. Mr. 
Story will tell us something about *Esperanto.” 


MIR. GEORGE STORY of San Luis Ohbispo, Cal.—In regard to *Es- 
peranto, I have looked into that somewhat in reference to 1ts use as a 
world-language and to a certain extent carrying out our own prin- 
ciples, and there 1s back of it a certain movement that 1s not always 
expressed. I would say that any one can take it up and use it 
for commercial use. I think if any one $should take an nterest 
in it they would feel well repaid for the trouble. It might make 
an interesting snhject for correspondence between members. It is 
being used by certain socteties all over the world. There are more 
than thirty publications and three hundred organizations recog- 
nized by the London Chamber of Commerce. It is being taken up 
by the military and 1s having quite a run in the Western States. 
Three congresses have been held and another will be held this 
month in England. 
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Mir. HENDERSON of San Luis Ohbispo, Cal—Brother Outer Guard, 
and Comrades: While our Temple. Guard was reading her report, 
my thoughts wandered back to that scene in the Garden of Geth- 
zemene when the great Master Jesus watched there alone, and 
those who should have watched with Him were overcome and fell 
asleep, and He said to them, "Could you not watch with me one 
hour ?” and I feel that many of us have not watched. I remember 
my own attitude toward the Temple, that there was a place from 
which I should draw sustenance and strength. I never seemed to 
realize that it was not merely a place that we could go to get great 
instructions and high wisdom and all this and that. A great many 
people have approached me on the subject of the Temple, and I 
tell them that the Temple has nothing whatever to give them, in 
material terms, but if you want to serve humanity for the pure love 
of giving, you can find there a place where«- you can give all. If 
we want service here 1s the place for it. I believe that the attitude 
of every member of the Temple, from the highest to the lowest 
Should be that if every one else fails that they shall carry on the 
work. The Master struggled in the Garden of Gethsemene and 
hore the great burden. He had to bear it because those who should 
have watched with Him were too cowardly to bear 1t, and s0 I feel 
that there are among us today those who are bearing the great burden 
hecause you and I are too cowardly to bear it. I beheve that the 
Salvation of the world, the salvation of the race rests upon my 
Shoulders and yours, and I believe that 1f you look at the thing 
in the right way you will understand that great force which caused 
the sweat of blood upon the face of the Master whom we love 
more than ever, because, instead of knowing Him from reading 
Some one else's opinion of Him, we have come to know Him and 
love Him more than ever because we feel His humanity, we feel 
that He is one of us, not beyond us. 


Mr. WM. Dowp of Oakland, Cal.—While formerly from Seattle, 
[ was only a bird of passage there, but my experience was this, 
that I was first brought into the Temple, on the physical plane at 
least, while in Seattle, and I do not like it that Seattle has been let 
to go down s0 easily, for I think that Seattle has done a good deal 
of work. I have seen as many as thirty or thirty-five present at 
meetings; then at other times the attendance has been down as 
low as two. Dr. Herdman has been a factor in keeping the Square 
together. I have recently been in San Francisco, but there 1s a 
condition there that I do not like, 0 I went to Oakland to hve. 
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My belief is that there is an immense field in the world for this 
work to-day, from my little experience in Oakland. I used to go 
around the streets evenings where different ones were speaking, 
and get into conversation with the people. I noticed that there 
were many people looking for the higher truth, while others are 
looking to get all the truth they can for selfish use, still there are 
many who are looking with a real soul hunger for the truth, but 
the Temple itself stands $0 high above the old teachings that they 
are not able to take that step. 

Dr. Dower stated that many Squares and members had written, 
expressing love and best wishes to the Convention. All could not 
be read or quoted for lack of time. 


Mrs. Ida ]J. Wilkins read the following communications, which 
indicate the general spirit of all these letters. 
My DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS : 

[ wish I could convey to you the great feeling of comradeship I have for 
all connected in this great work we have taken hold of to aid the Masters in 
the uplifting of the race to which we belong. To transmute and change into 
g00d the work of the great disintegrator 1s no small task, as our blessed 
Masters have told us, yet the work hes before us to be done, and 1t surely 1s 
a4 privilege to help as much as we are able. What we most need 1s unity of 
action, without which our efforts will prove fruitless. It requires unceasing 
vigilance in ourselves to drive back the disintegrating forces which are man- 
ifesting in the world at large. The effort 1s stupendous, for 1t extends 
throughout the whole Cosmos, and when put down in one place bohs up 
serenely in another. Not only are we $uffering from causes set up in our 
own planet, but *the stars m their courses seem to hight against us,” and no 
doubt you have experienced the truth of this statement in your own hrves. 
Knowing these facts, what are we going to do? My brothers, my s1sters, 
Shall we sit supinely down and think the work a failure? Or are we going to 
present a bold phalanx against the destroying forces, and $0 protect all con- 
cerned? If all the Temple members would stop their ears to the discordant 
Sounds of jealousy, envy, unbelef and doubt in the work as it stands today, 
and thus help instead of hinder, these disrupting forces would find no place 
upon which to impinge their efforts, and so would be obliged to slink away 
into the darkness from which they sprang. True service never stops to find 
tault, never $stops to criticise or blame, but works on at all hazards with a 
whole-souled determination, let the outcome be what it may. No one need 
tell me that the Masters are not guiding and directing this work, for it would 
be talse. And they are working through the same agents placed at the helm at 
the outset. I can speak from experience, for I was there. The battles fought 
out at the start were quite as $severe as any that have occurred since, but we 
fought with a will, fought as if our whole lives were at stake and we won for 
that time; but the negative forces cannot and will not be downed; they rise 
up as a seven-headed monster at every fresh opportunity, and $0 it will be a 
continual fight until the end of manifestation, on and on; but those we con- 
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quer will be dead to us, and will not confront us again, for they are slam 
beyond resuscitation. If we could remember that 1t 1s not the personality, 
for the body drops off at death, it 1s the heart locked up in the personality 
that we love, for 1t prompts to action. What we have gained through the 
*heart doctrine” lasts, for it 1s the spark of the Christ within each. one of 
us, and we can keep it alive and burning or cover 1t up with the ashes of our 
broken pledges. 

Not only 1s the Temple as a whole guided and directed by the Masters 
of Wisdom, but each department in the Temple 1s also directed by them, and 
[ could never repudiate or doubt the Agents into whose hands was placed this 
work at the outset. Whom the Masters choose to carry on their work, them 
| honor and trust, and while the words of truth and righteousness ring out 
as they do continually im our Temple Teachings, I know that all 1s well. 
My dear brothers and s1sters, let us throw to the winds all that militates 
against the building up of the Temple, first in our own hearts, and so in the 
world of which we are a part; with courage born of knowledge, and coupled 
with a firm determination to conquer our own lives, we can become living 
Stones in the grand foundation, that neither time nor the forces of darkness 
can destroy. God help us to begin now, 1f we have not already begun, to 
purge our hves of the chaft of unrighteousness, and make ourselves true 
mirrors into which may be reflected the shining hight that radiates from the 
Central Spiritual Sun. 

With untiring zeal for the Cause we love, I am mn all love and devotion, 

Your Comrade and $Sister, 
EMILY K. MuNDy. 


To the Members of The Temple in Convention Assembled. 
My BROTHERS AND SISTERS : 


Although separated from you in body, I am earnestly with you im thought 
and love. We are working for humanity, for the spread of Truth, and 
advancement of the World. *In the World, but not of it,” we have to bear 
persecution and hate, as our Master ,Jesus $said of all who would follow Him. 
Yet no one can take from us "the prize of our high calling” if we persevere 
and hold ever divine love in our hearts, showing 1t forth in Brotherhood and 
Unity. In Syracuse, the httle band of workers hold loyally to our Master's 
Agents, working so faithfully at Headquarters, and we send you greetings 
and all good wishes for a harmonious and pleasant meeting. We wish 'we 
were there; from our hearts we wish 1t. 

Our love to every dear Brother and Sister. 

Sincerely in Temple work, 
FRANCES J. MyYERs. 
From Hiawatha Square, Syracuse, N. Y. 


The members of Truth Seekers Square,” of Meriden, Conn., 
Sent the following message : 
To Our Comrades and Brothers in Convention Assembled. 
DEAR COMRADES : 

We, the members of ©Truth Seekers' Square,” send our love and best 
wishes to all, with the sincere hope, that as a result of your deliberations, the 


— — _ __—_—_ 


82 THE TEMPLE ARTISAN. 


upbuilding force of love and harmony will vibrate throughout the whole un1- 
verse, helping to bring brighter and hetter conditions to poor humanity. 
While we are unable to be with you in body, in thought we will be at one 
with you during the Convention. 

May the peace and power of the Master abide with you all. 


The Mantrams were then recited, the Consecration Hymn sung, 


and the meeting adjourned. 


MONDAY'S SESSION. 


The Monday afternoon sess10n was devoted as uſual to the 
Temple Builders. The meeting was surprised by the arrival of the 
Fairy Troop from the Morning Star Group who, in their gorgeous 
clothes of the seven colors, came tripping in, hand in hand, simging : 

Seven little fairies came when the storm was ended 
Seven little fairies came qressed up very splend1d, 

Hand in hand they tripped along, keeping time together, 
Driving gloomy clouds away, bringing back clear weather. 

Of course these fairies sang some more $songs and <scatterec| 
Sunbeams everywhere until all the big Builders present wanted to 
be fairies too and then the meeting was formally opened. 


Remarks by Dr. W. H. Dower. 

| have been asked to open the Builders' meeting with a few 
remarks. 

These fairy children in their dresses of different colors and in 
their songs each represent a ray of the swn and each color 1s a 
Builder, building according to its own nature. 

All the colors put together make a Kingdom of Light ; therefore 
there must be a King and Queen of Light, and that means the same 
thing as Lite and Love. 

This King and Queen of Light send out their colors all over 
the world. The different colors work with different substances, 
the trees, plants, and all growing things, as well as with things 
that do not seem to grow. 

So whenever we see these colors around us we know some build- 
ing work 1s being done. 

Each one of you helong to a certain color and have a certain 
work to do in lhfe. So whatever you do, whether sweeping the 
floor, washing dishes, playing the piano, chopping wood, feeding the 
calt or chickens, remember you are building something with the ray 
of color that 1s working through you and $0 helping all nature to 
build the true Temple of Light on earth. 
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Tust as the sun 1s the center of all life from which all the hght 
comes, 80 your hearts are the real centers of all the light that 1s in 
you. As you let your hearts shine s0 you will make the world a 
better place to live in, and be true Temple Builders, and $0 each 
little boy and girl will help the whole wide world. 


Mrs. Kent said the children were putting the lessons of the 
Seven Playmates into the play of the seven fairies. The Builders 
were learning that they each had seven playmates within themselves. 
Five of these they knew very well; they were Smell, Taste, Touch, 
Seeing and Hearing. The other two, Love and Understanding, they 
also knew but in a different way from the others. All of these 
playmates together are called the Life Winds and they sometimes 
come scurrying, flurrying along so fast and so strong that unless the 
children know how to keep quiet and control them, some trouble 
comes and quarrels and all sorts of things arise. 

This little play 1s to help us learn to control these seven play- 
mates or Life winds, so the Christ can speak to us and send the 
fairy playmates out on errands of love whenever they are needed. 


The children were now given the pleasure of listening to 
Remarks by Francia A. La Due. 


As I sat here looking upon your dear faces, suddenly the words 
of the great Master Jesus, **Suffer the little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not for of such is the kingdom of Heaven,” 
came to my mind. 

Then I wondered, just what did Jesus mean when He uttered 
those ever new and beautiful words ? 

He must have meant more than just those little children that 
thronged about Him as He lifted that little child on His lap and 
charged His disciples to make way and let the little ones come to 
Him. 

The little ones He was speaking of were not the everyday 
naughty children such as would be apt to follow a crowd. Or, if 
He did mean them He was thinking of something far different than 
the mere little bodies he saw and touched. 

| think He was s$peaking to the newly born, of the new birth, 
and I wonder if any of you know what that new birth really means * 
It is the new life that comes from doing kind deeds, thinking 
beautiful thoughts and loving the dear Christ. It 1s a second birth 


| because we must become as little children in order to live the new 


life of love and faith. 
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Whenever we do anything to help another, wash the dishes, 
Sweep the floor, do the chores, carry in the wood, and do it in a 
beautiful spirit because we want to help father or mother, we open 
an avenue that leads to the heart and that helps to bring the new 
birth to us. | 


We do not have to think great things or be in strange positions 

| or circumstances to enter into this new life. It is the kindly acts 
we do, perhaps unthinkingly, the little things, in our lives that lead 

us to the Great Heart of the Christ where the new birth comes to us. 


When we reach that place, everything we can imagine that is 
holy and beautiful will be found there, and all the good things that 
we can not 1magine also. 


Let us try then to remember to do all the good deeds we can and 
SO open ourselves for the Great Heart of God to pour its love into 
us and flow out to all others. 


The Builders' song, *The Temple Star,” was then sung, after 
which a report of the Morning Star Group was read by the secre- 
tary, George Harrison. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF MORNING STAR 
GROUP. 


By GEORGE HARRISON. 


We have three teachers, Mrs. Harrison, Mrs. Kent and Miss Guss1e 
Beyer. In the Temple Builders' meetings the Temple Builders sing $songs, 
repeat the Builders' little verse, and have nature stories and Temple Build- 
ers' lessons. Sometimes we have out-door meetings. After the meetings we 
have a httle play. 

On Easter Sunday we had Children's Day at the Temple Cottage. We 
also had egg hunting on the Halcyon grounds. Then we had a party and 
had present Rosalind Baker, a Temple Builder from New York. 

We $started with three Temple Builders and sometimes now we have ten 
or eleven. 

Mr. Townsend, a Temple member, sent the Temple Builders a tent to 
play mn. 
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Fhe reports of the Central Group of Builders were read next. 
The Central Group is composed of the young men and women at 
the Centre, and of any Temple members who want to keep the 
child heart alive. The reports are as follows: 
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REPORT OF SECRETARY. 
By MRs LOUISE FURLONG. 


Throughout the year the meetings have been regularly held i the 
Halcyon parlors at 8 p. m. The minutes of the past year show the reading 
done, outside the regular Lessons published in THE ARTISAN, to have been 
varied in style. From a look into the life of Mozart and a review of portions 
of *Parsifal” we find selections from The Light of Asia” have been dis- 
cussed along with the study of the New Testament, which it 1s hoped the 
coming vear will see fimished. Of a hghter nature some of Longfellow's s1m- 
pler poems were read, George MacDonald's *Princess and Curdie,” *At the 
Back of the North Wind” and Mrs. Bottom's *Sunshine Trip Through the 
Orient” completes the list. 

As 1t 1s part of the Builders' work to help entertain patients at the Open 
Gate, twice a week flowers have been either sent or taken there and, as often 
48 convenient, songs sung for their benefit. The Builders have added to 
their musical selections two songs, the words and music of which are by 
Mrs. La Due. Dr. Dower has given us a chant for the httle people's mantram. 
There 1s a simplicity and dignity about it which gives the mantram an added 
force. 

[t has been our privilege to be of assistance to those grown-up children 
who have needed the child-like spirit sent them—in fact, the sincerity and 
torce of the child thought, which after five years of growth under the 
guidance of the Temple, 1s being recognized as a power in the work. 


SOUVENIR REPORT. 
By BARTRAM S. KENT. 


This 1s the second year that the Souvenir Department has been active, 
and, although not showing such a great sale as the previous year, $till we 
have supplied quite a number of persons with the articles desired and our 
expenses have not been $0 great. Since August last the receipts for sou- 
venirs sold are $45.30 and our expenses $32.80, showing a balance on hand of 
$12.50. We have found a new store in Santa Barbara where we can get our 
articles made much cheaper, so that we expect more trade on account of the 
lower prices we can now glve. 


LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 
By BARTRAM S. KENT. 


There is not much to be reported in connection with the hihrary this year, 
except that since last Convention we have had a large bookcase with shiding 
glass doors Hhuilt in the hall of the Halcyon, which now contains all our 
volumes. | 

They have all been systematically arranged and catalogued so that they 
may be easily found and kept systematized. 

A number of new volumes have been added, but more have been read 
and enjoyed by our members around here. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF CENTRAL GROUP. 
By Miss May TELLER. 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL CORRESPONDENT. 
| Ey Miss GuUssIE BEYER. 


| As General Correspondent of the Temple Builders 1 can report that I 
have written to many of the children and have also received a good many 
answers. I think, however, that the Group correspondents should make 1t a 
point to write to other Builders and that the teachers of each class should 
encourage the writing of letters to distant groups, and in that way become 
acquainted. It 1s a very umportant office, this one of Correspondent, and [ 
wish I could make all of the Temple Builders feel the love that goes to them 
from the Central Group; in writing the letters a direct line 1s opened and 
we are thus enabled to know each other more intimately. I feel it a very 
great privilege to be entrusted with this office and shall do all in my power 
to establisch a widespread correspondence. 

Some of the following letters have been received, of which I will read 
SOMme eXxtracts. 

Any help or information I will willingly and gladly give. Just write as 
often as poss1tble to 

Miss GUSSIE BEYER. 

Miss Beyer then read letters from Mrs. A. B. Nye, of Harmony 
Group, Seattle, Wash.; Jessie Ewing, Sunshine Group, Everett, 
Wash.; Hans L. Bilger, Blue Star Group, Meriden, Conn.; Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin G. Bilger, Meriden, Conn.; Mrs. Barney, Eyverett, 
Wash. ; Nancy Raybell, Galice, Ore. ; Miriam Supplee, Pacihc Grove, 
Calif. 

Messages were given from Mr. and Mrs. DU. B. Ewing of Sun- 
Shine Group, Mr. W. H. Townsend, the ever loyal Temple Builder, 


. 

and a s$star of Love, Justice, Truth, Charity, Light and Mercy, was 3 
: | 

Shown from Mertden Group. : 
| 


GENERAL REPORT OF THE TEMPLE BUILDERS 
CONVENTION, 1907. 
By WiLLiam W. KENT. 


The Temple Builders' phase of the entire Temple work has held a 
Steady course throughout the year, gaining somewhat in numbers, and de- 
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cidedly, as with the Temple, in substance and strength, becoming firmly es- 
tabliched, and more fully recognized by. Temple members as the bud and 
hWlossom of the Temple—truly the bud and blossom, which 1f rightly nur- 
tured under natural and benefhicent conditions of growth will yield the fruit 
of the future. 

*As the twig 1s bent the tree 1s inclined.” Nature builds its strength and 
maturity upon the foundation of childhood. The strength and maturity of 
the future, the bone and sinew of the coming years, are being builded now in 
the lives of the little ones of the great flock. 

There is, therefore, no more important phase of the Temple work than 
the Children's Department; indeed 1t 1s an organic part of the Temple. 

Some of the Temple members throughout the country are beginning to 
recognize the importance and rightful place of the Temple Builders, and are 
manifesting that recognition by effort and expressed interest. 

A strong force from the centre has gone out on every line that has 
heen opened and kept open, and good work has been done by a number of 
groups and individual Builders. 

New application blanks and gilt lettered membership cards have been 
printed and sent out to the different Builders, and this will appeal especially 
to the younger children. 

The membership 1s not confined to children, nor $should it be, for all 
Temple members, or non-members of the Temple, who are interested in the 
Children's Department, either for the sake of the Children or for the sake 
all such are Temple Builders and should be en- 


of the Temple as a whole 
rolled 1t they so desire. 

[During the year two good groups have been formed, one at Seattle with 
Seventeen members and one at Meriden, Conn., with seven members. 

The cash account shows a balance of cash on hand at the beginning of 
the year of $5.96 and receipts during the year of $123.33. This has come 
partly from the Souvenir Department, from sales of souvenirs, and partly 
from numerous contributions from Groups and individuals. Out of this 
total amount of $129.29, $127.59 has been spent on souvenirs, postage, print- 
ing of lessons and on the Temple Builders' Tent at the Open Gate and on 
the commencement of a membership.in the Temple Home Association. 


[t is gratifying to report that the entire $50 for the tent has been paid. 
You have seen the tent with Temple Builders in gilt letters on 1ts front. 
Some of the Builders at a distance have. taken an imnterest in the little three- 
year-old boy patient, the baby of Mrs. Froom, whom some of you have helped 
SO much. 

Indeed, sometimes some of us have thought that the true work of the 
Open Gate is with the children, to bring them up with healthy body and 
good habits of life, to say nothing of the deeper $piritual help they would 
derive from a home with the Temple. Such seems so much more hopeful 
work than some other features of the work. 


The next financial step of the dauntless Temple Builders has been to 
make application for membership in the Temple Home Association. The first 
payment has been made, and we hope by another year to be able to report 
the entire $100 paid. 

This membership will entitle the Builders to the possession of a half 
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acre lot of land, and one has been $selected close to the Temple four acre plot. 
The possess1on and use of this lot will open many possthilities for Builders 
and for children that may come under the care of the Temple in any of its 
work. 

One thing for us all to remember 1s that the Temple Builders' phase of 
the Temple 1s s1mple and childIike enough for the youngest child to find a 
home in it and 1t 1s deep and dignified enough for the mature man and 
woman and the most venerable sage. Childhkeness of heart 1s the only 
requisite for membership in the Temple Builders. Childhood, youth, middle 
age and old age should and can here work together for the welfare of the 
children and for all that 1s dear to the human heart, building truly the real 
Temple that shall be worthy of the love and help given us by the Lodge and 
our Father. 


Remarks by Jane W. Kent. 


There 1s one thing I would like the Temple Builders to always 
remember, that they are not a society of children by themselves, but 
that they are a part of the Temple work as a whole, and that the 
Temple is like a great family where everyone loves one another and 
wants to help all the others. 

The Temple Builders are the children of the Temple and must 
be to the Temple what the Children are to a family. 

You have often heard fathers and mothers say that they hve for 
the children. You know how many sacrifices your parents make to 
give you nice clothes to wear, good things to eat and to send you 
to school where you can learn the lessons that will help you when 


you grow to be men and women. Do you know why they do these 


things? Because they love you, of course, and that 1s the very 
reason the Temple and the kind friends who have spoken to you 
to-day are sacrificing $0 much to help you, and to have you learn 
the lessons that are for you in the Builders' work. 

The Temple loves you, the Great Christ Light that 1s pouring 
itself upon your hearts and lives to warm you and stir you into 
love and life and helpfulness loves you the same as the great sun 1n 
the Temple of the sky is pouring its light and warmth over all the 
world giving it hfe and strength and beauty. 

v0 let us remember that one of our greatest privileges 1s to be 
thankful for all we are recetving, to be truly grateful children, and 
to fill the Temple Home and the Temple Hearts full of the warmth 
and sunshine of love. 


Let us be little sunbeams, helping to lighten heavy burdens, 
bringing cheer and peace and happiness into the world, and s0 help 
to build that Home of Pure Delight where all children, all peopl 
can dwell. 1 
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The song, **The Temple Builders,” was sung, after which appro- 
priate and helpful remarks were made by Mr. Marvin W. Smith, 
Mr. John O. Varian, Dr. G. B. Little, and Mrs. Augusta Atkinson, 
Mrs. Atkinson entertained the children with an amusing reading. 
Russell Varian gave a report of the Palo Alto Group, Peace 
Centre, in his own terse style. 

Souvenirs of the meeting, red and blue six-pointed stars on 
which were written the words and music of the Builders' verse were 
given to the visitors by Ralph Bright, entertainer of the Central 
Group. 

The meeting closed with silence and a thought for the distant 
Builders and the singing of the Builders' Chant. 


\Tonday evening a private meeting for the applicants of the 
Order of the 14th was held at the Headquarters. 


TUESDAY'S SESSION. 


At 2 p. m., in accordance with the by-laws, the Third Annual 
meeting of The Temple Home Association was held. More members 
were present in person than at any previous meeting. Those unable 
to be present were represented by proxies. The reports for the 
year were rendered by the Governing Board to the Association as 
a whole, the present standing, financial and otherwise, shown, and 
two. directors elected to fill the places of the two whose terms 
expired. The two new directors elected were Mrs. Ida J. Wilkins 
and Ernest Harrison, both resident members of the Centre. The 
Assoclation was found to be in a good healthy condition, finan- 
cial and otherwise, with fine possthilities for future unfoldment 
along the right lines. The volume of business done during the 
year amounted to $9800.28, an increase over the preceding year of 
$2/08.82. 

It was shown that at this date the Association possesses land, 
property, chattels, tools, stock, etc., amounting to $21,126.85, or 
an increase over last year of $2412.34. Against this 1s the Capital 
Fund, represented by membership, investment certificates, notes 
and vouchers, amounting to $24,324.88, making a net gain to the 
Ass8ociation of $3801.98 since the beginning of the work. This 
gain does not include the general increase in the value of our land- 
holding. Were this considered the gain would be many times the 
figure given. The need of more capital was also pointed out, to 
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help the Association extend and strengthen the lines now organ- 
ized and in operation. The reports and methods were discussed 
freely by the members in attendance and a vote of thanks extended 
to the directors and the workers for the good results achieved. 
A full report of the proceedings of the meeting will be printed and 
Sent to all members and applicants for membership in the Ass0- 
ciation. 
In the evening, at the Halcyon, an open meeting was held in 
the interests of the Association, with all visiting members in at- 
| | tendance. The general work and plans of the Association were 
d1scussed and explained. 


« ——_— — 


WEDNESDAY 


The day was given up to a picnic on Halcyon Beach. All pos- 
Sthle vehicles were pressed into service, and the crowd was con- 
veyed to the beach as expeditiously as posstble. Lunch was spread 
on the beach at noon. Clamming, bathing, sand baths, etc., were 
indulged in and a most enjoyable day of healthful recreation was 
Spent. The return to the Halcyon was made in time for supper. 

In the evening interesting and short Temple Talks were given 
by various ones as follows:. Secret of Serenity, ]J. O. Varian; 
Success, Ernest Harrison; The Temple Work, Ida J. Wilkins; 
Thought Force, Mrs. M. K. Choice; The Tetrad, W. W. Kent; 
The Armor of Truth, Dr. Little; Polarity, Edgar Conrow; As- 
trology, Marvin W. Smith; The Great Lodge, W. H. Dower. 

The talks were interspersed with musical selections, and many 
expressed the feeling that this was one of the hest meetings of 
the Convention and a fitting closing of the Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of Temple members. 

The meeting was closed by all singing in unison the song, I 
CLOTHE MYSELF SAFELY AROUND WITH INFINITE 
LOVE AND WISDOM.” 


CONVENTION SHINE. 


The half-tone cut of the Convention photograph sent with this 
number wilt undoubtedly be appreciated by our members unable 
to be present in person. The numbers attending our convention 
increases each year, and the front porch is not big enough, as can 
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e Seen, to do justice to all in the picture. Next year the picture 
Should be taken on the grounds, where there will be room for 
all. 


During those hours of the day when meetings were taking 
place, the Transportation Committee had the members conveyed 
by carriage to varions points of interest in the heautiful valley of 
the Arroyo Grande. This feature was enjoyed especially by the 
non-resident members. 


As with other- Convention meetings, the high order of music 
rendered added greatly to the force and harmony of the meet- 


ngs. 


Drother T. (0). Thompson of Guatemala had the distinction 
this year of coming from the most distant point. After Conven- 
tion, Brother Thompson visited relatives in Minnesota and returned 
to Guatemala via New Orleans and boat. 


This Eighth Convention was the best of all, so they all say. 
[ach one 1s the hest. This 1s as it should be, indicating progress 
along the right line toward the Infinite. There 1s always room 
at the top for a greater *hest.” 


Kach year new faces are seen at our Temple Conventions, 
members who had never heen able to attend meetings before: 
Their contact with this Lodge Centre means more than they realize 
perhaps. The Centre should he the Mecca that every Temple 
member should aspire to contact personally, some time, no matter 
how far distant he or she may live from it. 


Sister Farrar came, as usual, several days before Convention 
and took her natural place on the Color and Decoration Com- 
mittee. She -also radiated Convention shine ceaselessly, on all 


alike. 


*Rocue” or ©Saint” John Varian was with us. of course. And 
now will be precipitated an endless controversy as to whether it 
and all else 1s 


Shall be *saint” or rogue.” Anyway he's Irish 
Secondary! Lickity, spickity 


astrologers to burn— 


We had astrologers with us this year 
here or hereafter. Not to speak of Brother Marvin Smith of Eyv- 
erett. The stars can't move without him ! 


Let's see. Brother Briesen of Los Angeles was here. In a mo- 


bo 
()? 


THE TEMPLE ARTISAN 

ment of rashness he asked us to give his olives a free ad” in Tun 
ARTISAN. v0 here goes: If you want to live forever—never cle, 
then eat Briesen's celebrated food for the gods, ambrosial, sun- 
dried, $un-Rissed, HONEY-CURED OLIVES. Guaranteed to make 
you hve forever—1if you eat enough of them—or money re- 
funded !!! 


My! don't you go and forget to mention the children, the 1 em- 
ple Brnlders. Didn't they shine though—in all colors? And there 
is more of them too than last year. Who are the new ones? Dont 
vou know? Why—all the Kopps of course—(reorge, Marion, 
Florence and Helen. Then there is Grace Russell and Ruby and 
May Teller. They all live here now and you just want to remem- 
ber that the Temple Builders are growing. Hurrah ! 


The Convention photograph, mounted on card 14x11, may be 
had for 50 cents. 


HALCTON = One of the 


Most Attractibe 
BEACH I ractT "| Biathes + iiirid 


A limited number of lots of this tract are now offered for sale. 

Because of the great demand for Reach property on the Califor- 
nia coast, no class of property increases $0 rapidly in value. No 
investment can be safer for those who have the money to spare. S1ze 
of lots on the Halcyon tract are from 25 to 3o ft. front by 100 ft. 
deep. Prices vary from $50 a lot to $500 according to location, the 
lots near and on the water front being the most valuable. 

TERMS: One quarter down and $5 a month. Deed given when 
final pay ment is made. 5 per cent. off for cash. _ Map of tract sent 
on application. Address 
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BOOES 


PRICE 
Paper Cloth 


Altar in the Wilderness, ETHELBERT JOHNSON...........o. oo oooe cc 50 
Bhagavad Gita, The. W, Q. JUDGE. Leather 75 
Beacon Fires, B, 50 
Brotherhood, Nature's Law. HARDING ; 40 
Esoteric Buddabism, SINNETT 25 
Etidorhpa, JomHn URI LLOYD 50 
Esoteric Christianity, BESANT 50 
Basic Principle of Brotherhood and 

Evolutionary Waves 

Isis Unveiled. Two Vols. BLAVATSEY 

Key to Theosophy. BLAVATSKY. New Edition 

Ladder Lessons for Beginners in New Thought OLIVEVERNE RICH 50 

Letters That Have Helped Me. Iand II. JASPER NIEMAND.... 

Light on the Path. M. C, New Edition 

Magic, White and Black. HARTMANN 

Mystic Masonry. J. D. Buck, M.D 

Ocean of Theoeophy, DENG IEDOI ..;. fm coo coo poowe onto ene ene obtcce crates 35 
Reincarvatlon. Revised Ed. BE. D. WALEER...........ooooooo coco c oc 75 
Reincarnation in the New Testament. Jas. M. PRYSE 

Secret Doctrine, The. 2 vols. aud Index. BLAVATSEKY 

Sermon on the Mount, The, Jas. M. PRYSE 

Socialism in Brief, W, L. GARVER 

Temple Artisan, Vols. II., III., IV. V. & VL Half Leather, Each 

Through the Gates of Gold, MABEL, COLLINS..........cu oc 68 9056 

Voice of the Silence. BLAVATSEY. Leather, 75C........... 466 

What all the World is Seeking. RALPn WALDO TRINE 


All orders to be addressed to 


THE OCEANO BOOK CONCERN, 
Oceano, California, 


